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That is why the CROWDFUND Act 

will tap the opportunity of crowd-
funding while reducing the risks. 

The CROWDFUND Act provides a 
capital-raising alternative for startups 
and other small businesses, while not 
undercutting essential investor protec-
tions. It allows companies to raise up 
to $1 million each year from ordinary 
Americans. It provides more disclosure, 
more accountability and accuracy, and 
limits the exposure of any individual 
investor. 

I thank my colleague Senator BEN-
NET for joining me in this effort, and I 
hope to partner with more of my col-
leagues to move this idea forward in 
the days to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER L. 
CUGINI 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Christopher L. Cugini, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several months. 

Chris is a graduate of Glen Oak High 
School in Canton, OH. Currently, he is 
attending the University of Mount 
Union in Alliance, OH, where he is ma-
joring in communication. He is a hard 
worker who has been dedicated to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Chris for 
all of the fine work he has done and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT CUYLER 
HASKINS 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Robert Cuyler Haskins, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several months. 

Cuyler is a graduate of L.D. Bell High 
School in Hurst, TX. Currently, he is 
attending Texas Christian University 
in Fort Worth, TX, where he is major-
ing in political science. He is a hard 
worker who has been dedicated to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Cuyler for 
all of the fine work he has done and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO KATI M. SEYMOUR 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Kati M. Seymour, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Kati is a graduate of Jones County 
High School in Murdo, SD. This past 
August, Kati graduated from Sinte 
Gleska University in Mission, SD, 

where she majored in English and 
American history. She is a hard worker 
who has been dedicated to getting the 
most out of her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Kati for all 
of the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come. 
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TRIBUTE TO MICHELLE MATTHIES 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Michelle Matthies, an in-
tern in my Sioux Falls, SD, office, for 
all of the hard work she has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several months. 

Michelle is a graduate of Parker High 
School in Parker, SD. Currently, she is 
attending Augustana College, where 
she is majoring in English and sec-
ondary education. She is a hard worker 
who has been dedicated to getting the 
most out of her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Michelle 
for all of the fine work she has done 
and wish her continued success in the 
years to come. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING ELDEN HUGHES 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, last 
weekend California and the Nation lost 
one of our great environmental cham-
pions when Elden Hughes died at his 
desert home in Joshua Tree, CA, at age 
80. 

As a longtime activist with the Si-
erra Club and former president of its 
Angeles Chapter, Elden led successful 
campaigns to protect California’s wild 
rivers and preserve the historic Union 
Pacific Railroad depot in the desert 
town of Kelso, CA. 

But Elden Hughes is best known and 
fondly remembered as one of the tire-
less leaders of the long grassroots ef-
fort to enact the 1994 California Desert 
Protection Act, which created a new 
national park in the Eastern Mojave 
Desert and established higher levels of 
protection for Death Valley, Joshua 
Tree, and other desert lands. 

Elden was born in 1931 in Whittier, 
CA, the son of cattle farmers from 
Modoc County. When he was 13, the 
family moved out of town and bought a 
ranch where Elden made enough money 
raising hogs to buy an old car and 
begin a lifetime of exploring Califor-
nia’s wild places. After earning his way 
through college, he worked in the fam-
ily plumbing supply business, which he 
then sold to become the executive vice 
president of a major computer service 
company. 

Elden’s interest in river-running, spe-
lunking, archaeology, nature photog-
raphy, and the desert led him to join 
Sierra Club expeditions and gradually 
become involved in the club’s conserva-
tion activities. In the early 1980s, he 
led a grassroots letter-writing cam-

paign that convinced California Sen-
ator Pete Wilson to sponsor ‘‘wild and 
scenic’’ designation for a major stretch 
of the Tuolumne River. In the late 
1980s, Elden led the successful ‘‘three 
rivers campaign’’ that obtained wild 
and scenic designations for portions of 
the Kings, Kern, and Merced Rivers. 

Elden worked with Congressman 
JERRY LEWIS to save the historic Kelso 
Depot, in what was then the Eastern 
Mojave National Scenic Area. Showing 
their usual flair and creativity, Elvin 
and his wife Patty galvanized public 
opinion on the depot issue by con-
vincing Amtrak to run a special 
‘‘Desert Wind’’ train from Los Angeles 
to Kelso, where Elden led the crowd in 
singing railroad songs. 

In 1986, as the new chair of the Sierra 
Club Angeles Chapter, Elden was in-
vited to attend a press conference on 
the introduction of the first Desert 
Bill, authored by Senator Alan Cran-
ston. He brought along some of his 
photos of the Mojave and was soon 
leading a group of amateur photog-
raphers on a 2-year project cataloguing 
the fragile beauty of this unique nat-
ural area. 

In 1990, Elden retired from business 
to become the west coast spokesman 
for the Desert Bill. He was a natural, 
and the media loved him. As Frank 
Wheat noted in his book ‘‘California 
Desert Miracle,’’ Elden was also 
‘‘knowledgeable, quotable, pleasant to 
be with, and willing to go to great 
lengths to show members of the press 
what the Desert Bill was intended to 
protect. Soon he was drawing reporters 
as a lamp draws moths.’’ 

Meanwhile, Elden and Patty had 
adopted a pair of abandoned pet tor-
toises and successfully bred a new fam-
ily. When the babies were 5 months old, 
Elden and Patty took them on a cross- 
country tour to raise media and public 
interest in protecting the desert tor-
toise. Over the years, they made nine 
trips to Washington, DC, to gain con-
gressional support for the Desert Bill. 
Once, when an airline security guard 
told them they couldn’t bring pet tor-
toises on the plane, Patty said, ‘‘They 
aren’t pets, they’re lobbyists.’’ 

Finally, in 1994, Congress passed the 
California Desert Protection Act, and I 
was proud to cosponsor this bill with 
Senator FEINSTEIN. Elden Hughes was 
instrumental in passing this landmark 
legislation. Today, the Mojave Na-
tional Preserve and the Kelso Depot 
stand as monuments to this joyous, 
creative, and inexhaustible man who 
did so much to protect California’s 
priceless natural heritage. 

On behalf of the people of California, 
who have benefitted so much from 
Elden’s life work, I send my deepest 
gratitude and condolences to his wife 
Patty; his sons, Mark, Paul, and 
Charles; and his three grandchildren.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 9:39 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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